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Business tycoons may be regarded as dull by some people, but to me 
the story of how they persist against the economic conventions of 
their day and battle equally determined competitors in the accumu- 
lation of power is fully as exciting as the tale of any sixteenth-century 
conquistador hacking his way through human and natural obstruc- 
tions to unknown riches. 


Man has always been alive to the itching in his palm. But only a 
few remarkable Canadians have evolved their acquisitive impulses 
into economic influence so immense that it grew beyond their 
control, like a forest fire that feeds on itself. My book is an examina- 
tion in depth—the first of its kind—into the lives and motives of the 
businessmen who have been a major shaping force in Canadian 
history. 


These remarkable men form a tiny golden enclave in the context 
of Canadian development, yet the least of them was possessed by 
economic audacity that erupted with astonishing consequences. 
They gained control over six hundred corporations with assets of 
more than ninety billion dollars. 


It has taken me three years to write Flame of Power, although 
my interest in the strange forces that prompt into action such men as 
E. P. Taylor and Lionel Forsyth dates back to my studies at the 
University of Toronto when I was reading for my Masters’ Degree 
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in Economics. I pursued my research first as an Assistant Editor of 
The Financial Post and for the past four years as Business Editor 
of Maclean’s Magazine. 


During my research for Flame of Power I spent considerable time 
with the subjects of my book, the men who have worked with them 
and those who have worked against them. Possibly the highlight 
of my interviews was conducted in the cottage-office of E. P. Taylor. 
Peering through the plate-glass window that faces the simple oak 
table he uses as his desk, Taylor puffed on his Dunhill pipe and with 
astonishing frankness speculated about the various causes of his 
spectacular career. 


Flame of Power demonstrates that the prime factor which changes 
a businessman into an executive is a gradual shift in his attitude 
toward work—a magic transformation that occurred to the men in 
my book at the point when their hearts and brains lost the energy 
to stay out of constant economic embroilment. 


Only the rare individual possesses the inner strength to brandish 
great economic power without distorting himself in the process. It is 
with the remarkable manner in which this precarious balance of 
mind was struck by eleven of the most powerful business-men in 
Canadian history that my book is concerned. 


FLAME OF POWER is published by Longmans, Green & Co. It 
has 261 pages plus. Line drawings for each chapter. Flame of 
Power is published at $4.95. Readers’ Club member’s price is 
$3.95. 
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YOUSUF KARSH 


Bie ANB 


Portraits of Greatness 


Readers’ Club December Alternate 


The Readers’ Club is proud to announce that it has arranged to 
make available to members in time for Christmas a limited quantity 
of Yousuf Karsh’s Portraits of Greatness. 


Portraits of Greatness represents the most ambitious single- 
volume publishing venture ever undertaken in Canada. Several 
years of hard, painstaking work went into its production. The 
University of Toronto Press engaged the world-renowned Dutch 
printing house of Enschede to produce some of the finest photo- 
graphic reproductions ever to emerge from any press. Enschede used 
the slow and infinitely exacting sheet-fed gravure process to print 
reproductions that have the quality of original prints from the 
photographer’s studio. The pictures themselves, each a full 914 by 12 
inches in size, have the three-dimensional immediacy and impact 
that has gained for Karsh his world-wide reputation. 











Photographs of Queen Elizabeth, Pope John XXIII, Churchill, 
Eisenhower, Nehru, Massey, Pearson, Einstein, Schweitzer, Best, 
Olivier, Epstein, Hemingway, Picasso, and many others of equal 
fame are reproduced in the pages of Portraits of Greatness. 
Each portrait is accompanied by biographical details and a vivid 
text by Karsh himself (whose word portraits are comparable to his 
photographic ones), describing conversations and incidents of each 
sitting and revealing the personalities of his subjects. 


This ambitious publishing project was initiated by the University 
of Toronto Press, and Thomas Nelson of New York and Edinburgh 
is handling American and British distribution. Because of the infinite 
pains necessary in the printing process, only a limited number of 
copies will be available in Canada before Christmas. Hillary Mar- 
shall of the U of T Press reports that he already has firm orders for 
five hundred more copies than he has available. 


It is in this setting that the Readers’ Club was able to secure for 
delivery before Christmas exactly one hundred copies of Portraits 
of Greatness for Club members. 


In these circumstances, it is necessary for the Club to treat 
December orders for Portraits of Greatness on a first-come, first- 
served basis. All copies available in December will, of course, be 
delivered before Christmas and in plenty of time for passing on as 
Christmas gifts—though we expect that many members, once they 
have seen this volume, will give it to themselves for Christmas! 


PORTRAITS OF GREATNESS is published by the University of 
Toronto Press. It has 208 pages and measures 94% by 12 inches. 
Handsomely bound and attractively jacketed, it is shipped in its 
own box. Portraits of Greatness is published at $17.50. Readers’ 
Club member’s price is $12.95. 





BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS GIVING 


Books solve many Christmas shopping problems. A book is always 
a thoughtful gift, almost always appreciated. There are books for 
every taste, and there’s lasting pleasure in books-——and no calories. 


It is with these unnecessary excuses that we introduce a roundup 


of Christmas book ideas for Club members. 


Naturally, the first we want to mention is the Club’s new Christmas 
Gift Membership Plan. Members have seen a folder describing the 
lan. Basically, it allows you to give your friends their choice of 
Cocke from the Club. It’s a convenient and thoughtful gift and one 
which, as they say, keeps on giving. 


But we don’t pretend that the Gift Plan is the complete answer to 
Christmas giving. After all, we can’t always trust our friends to 
ick the right books for themselves. Every addicted reader has a 
ong list of titles he knows his friends hea read, and some of them 
may be on the Club’s list of recent selections available. This leads 
us to remark that Club members can order extra copies for gifts of 


any of the books on the Club’s lists. 


Of course, not every suitable gift book has been offered by the 
Club in its few short months of existence. Following are brief 
descriptions of a few books we've liked but haven’t offered. These 
books, by the way, are available through your bookstore and not 
through the Club but, if there isn’t a store near you, we will refer 
your order for any of these books to a good bookstore. 


Christmas in Canada (Dent, $4.00) heads our list. Edited by 
May Barber and Flora McPherson, this is a charming anthology of 
writings on Canadian Christmases, past and present. Selections 
are from The Jesuit Relations for the earliest and from such recent 
writers as John Fisher, Gregory Clark, Stephen Leacock, Hugh 
MacLennan, Morley Callaghan and James Bannerman to mention 
only a few of the forty authors collected. Christmas in Canada is 
handsomely designed by Leslie Smart and contains a number of 
attractive Ses drawings. 


Three of Canada’s best-known journalists have more or less 
lighthearted collections for sale this Christmas. From Ryerson Press 
comes The Best of Gregory Clark ($3.50) and, in a slight] more 
acid vein, Eric Nicol’s In Darkest Domestica ($2.75). And Pierre 
Berton’s Just Add Water and Stir is available from McClelland 
and Stewart at $4.50. 


There are dozens of other Canadian books available for givin 
and literally thousands of non-Canadian ones. A visit to a g 
bookstore may well solve your shopping problems for you. But it is 
a little more difficult when you are trying to buy for diben. 


Books are received enthusiastically by most children at Christmas, 
but it’s often difficult for the adult to choose the right book from the 
rows on rows of children’s books available. For this reason we are 


grateful to Winnifred Davis of the School Libraries Section of the 
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Toronto Public Libraries for helping us to select some of the best 
recent Canadian “juveniles.” 


It is hardly surprising that most children like Indian stories. One 
of their favorites is Nkwala (Little, Brown, $3.00) written by Edith 
Lambert Sharp and beautifully illustrated by William Winter. It 
tells the story of a Salish Indian boy’s adventures as he and his tribe 
journey to the Okanagan Valley. Authentic Indian folklore is the 
subject of The Bear Who stole the Chinook (Macmillan, $2.50) 
by Frances Fraser and Glooskap’s Country and Other Indian 
Tales (Oxford, $3.95), a recent edition of selections from Cyrus 
Macmillan’s famous Canadian legends. Kenneth Kidd’s well- 
known Canadians of Long Ago ($2.75) has been made available 
again by Longmans, Green this year. This is a more complete 
account of the Canadian Indians and their way of life. 


For the older child probably the best and certainly the most 
handsome book to appear in a long time is William Toye’s The St. 
Lawrence (Oxford, $4.50); beautifully designed by the author and 
illustrated by Leo Rampen, it is exciting for all ages. 


Macmillan’s historical series, Great Stories of Canada is a group 
of well-written, exciting stories to enthrall any child (and many 
parents too). Any one of the eighteen titles would delight the senior 
public school or junior high school student. s 


For a younger child, The Canadian Story (Ambassador, 
$4.25) by May McNeer, well illustrated by Lynd Ward is a good 


introduction to our heritage. 


One of the few Canadian writers of fantasy for children is Catherine 
A. Clark who won the Canadian Library Association Medal in 1952 
for The Sun Horse (Macmillan, $3.00). Her latest book, The Silver 
Man (Macmillan, $2.95) is an equally imaginative tale. 


From an adult viewpoint, one of the most attractive books to be 
published this year is The Golden Phoenix (Oxford, $3.00), a 
collection of French-Canadian fairy stories gathered by Marius 
Barbeau and retold by Michael Hornyansky. It is satisfying to 
discover that this handsome volume has already become a favorite 
with the children. 


Good books for pre-schoolers are rarely written in Canada. Two 
of the best are Dorothy Ivens’ The Long Hike (Viking, $2.25) and 
The Upside Down Boy. Both are pleasingly illustrated. However, 
we can lay claim to an expatriate Canadian, Kathleen Lines, who 
illustrated Lavenders Blue (Oxford, $3.50), one of the most attrac- 
tive nursery rhyme books on the market. 


In spite of all the new books being published for them, it is some- 
how reassuring to learn that children today still find their favorites 
among the books we read as children, such as the series of Sir Charles 
G. D. Roberts’ books recently made available by Ryerson, The 
Adventures of Sago and Her Beaver People (Macmillan, $3.00) 
by Grey Owl, that most charming of all con-men, and Two Little 
Savages (Doubleday, $4.50) by Ernest Thompson Seton. 
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RECENT CLUB SELECTIONS 


The following recent Club selections are still available to members at the 
special member’s price. Any or all of these titles may be ordered in place of or 
in addition to this month’s selection or alternate. 


THE APPRENTICESHIP OF DUDDY KRAVITZ. The brand-new novel by 
Mordecai Richler, one of Canada’s liveliest young writers (‘‘a whole literary move- 
ment in himself” Robert Weaver). Duddy Kravitz is a Jewish boy growing up in 
Montreal, obsessed with a dream. Basically serious satire, Duddy Kravitz is also 
Mordecai Richler’s funniest novel yet. Published at $3.75 Member’s Price $2.95. 


CONTEMPORARY CANADA. Miriam Chapin describes Canada to the Americans. 
“Certainly the most stimulating and assuredly the most controversial book about 
Canada published during this decade.” Montreal Gazette. Published at $7.50 
Member’s Price $5.50. 


FRONTENAC, THE COURTIER GOVERNOR. W. J. Eccles’ brilliant debunking 
of a major historical figure. ““The real Frontenac is exposed . . . whose contributions 
to the French Empire in North America were by-products of an unashamed desire to 
use his power as governor to line his pockets with beaver skins.” Canadian 
Literature. Published at $6.50 Member’s Price $4.95. 


ESKIMO. Edmond Carpenter, Frederick Varley and Robert Flaherty combine to 
produce a handsome and many-sided explanation of the culture of Canada’s Eskimo. 
With photographs, water-colours and sketches, all flawlessly reproduced. Published 
at $4.95 Member’s Price $3.95. 


A MIXTURE OF FRAILTIES. Robertson Davies’ novel about a talented small- 
town girl in London. “. . . lavish with character and laughter, wise and perceptive 
about life and art, capable of touching the sorrowful as well.’”” New York Times. 
Published at $3.95 Member’s Price $3.15. 


CANADIANS IN THE MAKING. Arthur R. M. Lower’s vivid and lively social 
history of Canada. “With unmellowed aggression he rips into our coziest myths and 
our most hallowed traditions . . . a true glimpse of how the Canadian grew to be what 


he is today.”” Maclean’s Magazine. Published at $7.50 Member’s Price $5.25. 


LOOKING AT ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA. In 232 pages and 137 plates, 
Alan Gowans presents the panorama of building in Canada with a masterly blend of 
urbane wit and scholarly thoroughness. “. . . so interesting that the reader can 


hardly lay it down.”” Canadian Art. Published at $7.95 Member’s Price $5.95. 


E. J. PRATT COLLECTED POEMS. New, enlarged second edition with intro- 
duction by Northrop Frye. ‘The richest and most substantial volume of poetry 
that Canadian literature has produced.” Toronto Star. ‘Anyone can read his 
poems with pleasure or even excitement.” Saskatoon Star Phoenix. Published at 


$5.00 Member’s Price $3.95. 


Printed in Canada 
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